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‘¢ Cultivation is as necessary to the mind, as food is to the body.” 


‘“<If good we plant not, vice will fill the place ; 
And rankest weeds the richest soils deface. 
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We embrace this opportunity ofinviting our subscrib- 
ers and all other young: persons to be prolific in their 
communications for the Dawn. By a pnblication of this 
kind an exténsive field is opened for the exercise and im - 
provement of talents, and it remains for our fellow-youth 
to determine whether or not they will be benefited. On 
our own part we promise that nothing shall be neglected 
that would render our paper useful, entertaining and in- 
structive. 

Many will doubtless plead their fear of critics as an 
excuse, but we have too good an opinion of our competi- 
tors to suppose them capable of endeavoring to suppress 
tlre dawn of literature amongst us, and even should their 
be some who are envious enough to wish us harm, con- 
cious that our object is to do good, let us plainly tell them 

“Though snarling critics of the day, 
In scorn attempt to slight us,” 
we are determined to goon. If the present opportunity 
of improving ourselves is neglected, another under aus- 
pices so peculiarly favorable, may never offer. , 

As a further inducement to exert ourselves at compo- 
sition, we would point to the numerous instances of men 
having been attacked for some alledged misdemeanor in 
their official capacities, and although in possession of 
facts, and their minds well stored with arguments to de- 
feat the charges, yet when they seized the pen, alas! were 
unable to express their sentiments in a style sufficiently 
perspicuous to deserve an insertion in the paper, because 
they had not an opportunity in their juvenile days, to ex- 
ercise their talents in a paper similar to the Dawn. 





The mortification and injury a man thus experiences 


is incalculable. He is forced either calmly to submit to 
all the calumny heaped upon him, or haye recourse to 
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some other brain to digest his ideas, and even then he runs 
a great risk of obtaining justice. —Under these consider- 
ations may we not indulge the sanguine hope of our 
invitation being complied with. 

= 

Those to whom we sent the first number, we also send 
this, under the impression that they will be better able 
to judge of its merits, and determine whether they will 
patronize it or not. . 

| = 

Our subscribers in Town are informed that our carrier 
will wait on them to receive the advance subscription, 
on Monday next the 20th inst. and as the sumis so 
small, we hope a second application will not be necessary. 
All who go from home on that day will please to leave the 
amount (374 cts.) so as it can be obtained. 

> 
: FOR THE DAWN. 

Mr. Epitor,—Happening a few eveningsago in com- 
pany with a most interesting circle of young ladies, | was 
particularly delighted with a disposition manifested by 
some of them to acquire improving and useful knowledge, 
and thought I observed the dawn of genius in the spark- 
ling eye and eager attention of more than one, when 
any literary topic was started; but I am sorry to say 
they were tot all of that cast.—No, there were others 
whose forms and faces seemed to be framed in nature’s 
fairest mould, and who were yet like automatons, or like 
the poisonous weeds that will spring up in the most lux- 
urious soil, rearing their poppy heads and spreading their 
somniferous influence over the fine buds of intellect, too 
often causing them to repose in drowny lethargy until 
the fair spring of life is fled, and then there is no season 
left, so favourable for sowing the seeds of virtue and 
knowledge.—As the refreshing showers and mild sunshine 
of the May-day of life, when the dawn of nature’s worth 
and beauty first makes its appearance, beit your care Mr. 
Editor, to endeavor to weed this delightful flower garden, 
and with a careful hand to prune those tender scions. 

You shall from time to time hear more of those ladies; 
and hereafter I will give them names in character, and 
perhaps they may see themselves as in a mirror.. Lam’ 
unaccustomed to writing much, but the interest I feel for 
the youths of Wilmington, and the wish that a bright efful- 
gence may succeed this promising dazen, induces me te 
offer you my services. | .Rosa. 
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FOR THE DAWN. 

Mr. Editor,—As you have promised in your prospectus 
‘sto expose vice and folly,” I would beg leave to inform 
you that a most disgraceful outrage was committed ona 
neighboring flower-garden, by a gang of self-styled gen- 
tlemen, on the memorable first of May, e’er the dawn 
had made its appearance. ‘ 

‘The names of the perpetrators of this “deed most foul” 
are in my possession, and in case of a repetition of sim- 
ilar conduct, would it not be well to give thema con- 
spicuous place in your paper, in order that our citizens 
may know ‘what manner of.persons they be ?” 


R. 


[We regret that theeonduct of any of the youth of our Borough should 
be a source of complaint like the above, and should consider ourselves 
justifiable in publishing the names of these transgressors, “in case of a 
repetition of similar conduct.” Should this not have the desired effeet, 


we would recommend that they be ringed and yoked, or otherwise dealt 
with in order to prevent their running at large. Ed.} 
—<—— 979000 
For the Dawn. 


Mr. Epviror,—It was with peculiar pleasure I perused 
the first number of the pDawne My pleasure arose from 
the consideration of the utility of such a publication. It 
presents a medium through which the productions of 
youthful minds may be emitted, while the writer can re- 
main in safety from the personal and unfeeling taunts 
and gibes of envious and malicious persons;—a powerful 
incentive to a youthful and diffident writer. Your paper 
will arouse the intellectual powers of many whom other 
stimulants ceuld never affect—it will make them observ- 
ant of circumstances, and give them a habit of thinking 
on subjects which they before censidered as unpleasant 
and useless—it will create in them a laudable ambition 
by which they will be excited to exertions producing an 
excellence in thought and expression, superior to their 
youthful cotemporaries—and it will have a tendency to 
draw them from the grossness of sensual gratifications, to 
the higher and lasting pleasures of the mind. 


A WELL WISHER. 


How much less trouble it costs a well-disposed mind 
to pardon, than to revenge. : : 
Despise trifling affronts, and they will vanish. A lite 


tle water will put outa fire, which, blown up, would burn 
a citys | , . 
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From the Juvenile Gazette. 

It is the duty of man to warn his fellow creature of his 
danger, when he sees him likely to fall into vice. The 
man who witholds his advice when he knows it would be 
serviceable, is but little better than he who entices him 
into it. When we see a person plunging into intemper- 
ance, is it not our duty to forwarn him of the destruction 
which awaits him if he persists in his mad career? cer- 
tainly it is; and we should strive to entice him from the 
inebriating cup, by warm and affectionate entreaties 5 or 
constrain him to abhor it by describing the dreadful con- 
sequences of a dissipated life, in the most horrid forms 
imagination could suggest. _ By importunate persuasion 
he will thivk you are really solicitous for his welfare ;-—— 
by horrible description he will be brought to fear and shun 
if, as inevitably productive of direfal consequences. 

We are not lacking of opportunity to exercise our be- 
nevolence towards our fellow creatures: we need only 
look around us, and we perceive hundreds in the vortex 
of intemperance,—some but just entering into the limits 
of its power, insensible that every revolution attracts 
them nearer the centre of this dreadful whirlpool, while 
others have attained almost the centre! one step further 
and they plunge headlong to death! The ravages of 
this dreadful monster are too numerous and dreadful to 
escape the most unobservant. See on yonder bier a 
corpse!. Whois it? oneasks. It is the remains of Ri- 
naldo, once the joy and happiness of his fond parents, 
but for want of timely applied precept and importunity, 
he is snatched offin the prime of life, by the immoderate 
use of spiritous liquors. 

Mark yonder man with tattered garments and emaciat- 
ed fraine, limping on his crutches! he was once the af, 
fluent and beloved Richard; but alas! for want of friends 
to furwarn him of. the destroying power of intemper- 
ance, he is now the wretched inhabitant of the poor-house, 
Jabors under penury and pain, and curses the day that 
gave him birth. 

See yonder crowd ! in the midst is Henry, in the clutch- 
esof Justice, hurried to some loathsome jail, while his 
goods are sacrificed under the hammer. All for the want 
of kindly advice. : ot rat 

Rush then dear reader to-the intemperate man, forewarn 
him of his danger, use all eloquence to cause a, reforma- 
tion before it is eternally too late! stretch out the hand 
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of assistance, and rescue a fellow creature from destruc- 
tion; use all exhortation, perhaps you may save a Rinal- 
do,a Richard, ora Henry froma miserableend. If you 
perform such anact, you will be revered and loved by 
those rescued, your names enrolled with the charitable, 
and transmitted to future ages, surrounded by the reful- 
geut rays of exemplary fame. H. 





[ SELECTED. | 
Essay on the conduct of Men toward the Fair Sex; 


Every generous man should view the sentiments and 
actions of the fair sex in the most favorable light. I can 
ascribe the contrary to nothing but an unmanly spirit, 
since, in many cases, those guilty of it cannot vindicate 
themselves consistently with the laws of delicacy. Na- 
ture has made wan the protector ; and the fair sex re- 
quire his protection: he who should refuse this, when 
necessary, would be reproached with cowardice; and 
much more if he should take advantage of their weakness. 
But is not he who injures a woman’s character, to be es- 
teemed as great a coward as he who assaults her person ? 
Certainly he is: the former is an insult on the modesty, 
and the latter upon the natural weakness of the sex. 

‘There is but one way in which we can suppose a lady 
may vindicate herself froma false imputation, and that 
is by the tenorofher actions. But then, how liable are 
actions to be misconstrued! When onee a slanderous 
tongue has given the clue, the world will be too apt to as- 
cribe every thing to a wrong principle ; even the candid 
are sometimes misled, and form suspicions which their 
honor would otherwise have prevented. * * 

The practice of viewing the female conduct in an un- 
favorable light, subjects the sex to many disadvantages, 
which I have observed in the course of my acquaintance. 

Flattery is a fashionable snare to entangle female van- 
ity ; and [ know of no method more successful, whena 
man is disposed to put an unfavorable construction up- 
on every thing hesees. [fit is received with applause, 
with what satisfaction does the base deceiver congratu- 
late himself upon his success! Hence some ladies, to 
avoid all such appearances, shew themselves displeased 
when they are attacked inthis way; butalas! they suc- 
ceed no better than the formers for it is easy enough for 
the confident fellow te console himself with this reflection, 
that the vain creature takes the compliment almost be- 
fore it was intended, 
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[ SELECTED. ] 


. THE GOOD WIFE. : 

The good wife is one, who, ever mindful of the solemn 
contract which she has entered into, is strictly and con- 
scientiously virtuous, constant, and faithful to. her hus- * 
band; chaste, pure, and unblemished in every thought, 
word, ahd deed; she is humble and modest, from reason” 
and conviction; submissive from choice, and obedient 
from inclination ; what she acquires by love and tender- 
ness, she preserves by prudence and discretion; she makes 
it her business to serve, and her pleasure to oblige her 
husband ; as conscious that every thing which promotes 
his happiness, must in the end contribute to her own: 
her tenderness relieves his cares, her affection softens his 
distress, her good humour and complacency lessen and 
subdue his affliction; she openeth her mouth, as Solomon 
says, ‘with wisdom, and in her tongue is the law of 
kindness: she looketh well to the ways of her husband, 
and eateth not the bread of idleness: her children rise 
up and call her blessed ; her husband also, and he prats- 
eth her.” Lastly, as a good and pious Christian, she 
looks up with an eye of gratitude to the great dispenser 
and disposer of all things, to the husband of the widow, 
and father of the fatherless, entreating his divine favor 
and assistance in this and every other moral and religious 
duty ; well sutistied, that if she duly and punctually dis- 
charges her several offices and relations in this life, she. 
shall be blessed and rewarded for it in another. 

t cnieaneiael 

Mr. Amner going through a street in Windsor, two 
boys looked oft of a one pair of stairs window, and cried, ) 
“there goes Mr. Amner that makes so many bulls.”’? He 
hearing them looked up—* You rascals, (said he,) 1 know 
you well enough, and if [had you here, Ud kick you 
down stairs.” 


————— =, 








fr) 

If your enemy is forced to have recourse to a lie to 
blacken you, consider what a comfort it is to think of | 
your having supported such a character, as to render it | 
impossible for malice to hurt you without the aid of false- 
hood. And trust to the genuine fairness of your charac- 
ter to clear itself in the end. 7 

. —= 

Conclude at least nine pa: ts in ten of what is handed a- 

bout by common fame to be false. | 
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FOR THE DAWN. , 
TroM Hh ”™ 


Qa receiving a sprig of Ivy, plucked from the summit of the 
leaning tower at Pisa; and transmitted tothe United States in 3 
letter. 


And didst thou pluck for me the vine 
That twin’d around the ancient tower ? 
And say * this Ivy shall be thine— 
‘An emblem of affection’s power ©” 


And didst thou think of me my friend, 
Tho’ ocean’s waves between us roll’d— 

And sweeter, nearer scenes might tend, 
To distant friends to make thee cold? 


Yes; yes; thou didst—the simple pledge 
Is now before my tearful eye; 

And crowding thoughts of former days, 
Swell in my breast, a painful sigh. 


For, thou wert friendly, soit and kind 
And warm for thee my bosom beat ; 

And mem’ry still recals to mind, 
Departed hours, of jov most sweet. 


Dear friend! this little sprig I'll guard, 
And cherish with affection’s zeal ; 

And could my care time’s power retard, 
It ne’er his withering touch should feel. 


May Heaven on thee its blessings shed ! 
And no rude cares thy peace molest ! 
May earthly scenes with joy be spread ; 
And end in pure, eternal rest! 


RosaLine« 


POETIC BEAUTY. 


If the following lines, written by an ancient Governor 


- of Connecticut, do not border on the beautiful they at 
least partake of the sublime. 


Abigail Lord, of her own accord 
Went down to see her sister: 
Jason Lee, as brisk as a flee, 
Jumped right up and kiss’d her. 
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. | ‘ For the Dawn. 
Addressed to#Miss, H***n E****c. 


The gayest bloom that decks the trees ; 
The music of the verdant grove; 

The fragrance of the sweeping breeze; 
Is not so dear as Helen’s love. 


Sweet is it, thro’ the wood to stray, 

Where melody the hours beguile; 
Sweet are the blooming flowers of May ; 
But far more sweet is Helen’s smile. 


Soft are the murmurs of the dove; 

Bright are the gems that strew the sky ; 
But, far more soft, the voice of love; 
And brighter still, is Helen’s eye. 


The spotless lilly, rob’d in white; 

The softest dew of Heaven refin’d; 
Is not more innocent and bright, 

Than Helen’s pure, and gentle mind. 


Oh hear me pitying Power above! 

My prayer repeated, o’er and o’er, 
Grant me but fairest Helen’s love, 

Of earthly joys I’ll ask no more!! 

—— ALFRED. 
THE COURAGE OF CAESAR. 
BY L. HUNTLEY. 
Once o’er a dang’rous sea with weary oar, 





A feeble bark the mighty Cesar bore, 


The terpest roar’d, the trembling steersman fear’d, 


When thus a firmer tone his spirit cheer’d ; 


‘Fear not, O Pilot! brave the stormy sea, 
Thou bearest Ceesar, and his fate, with thee.’ 
So thou, O Christian, when thy helm is lost, 
And on the sea of life thy bark is tost; 

Fear not the billows hoarse, or tetapest dark, 
For thy Reveemer guides the cleaving bark. 





_ CONDITIONS:—The Dawn is published twice a 
month, by Lewis Witson, ‘No. 105, Market Street, 
Wilmington, Del. at 75cts. a year; payable half yearly 
in advance. 


pc? All letters to the Editor must be post paid. 























